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Cover Shot
PAUL RAYMAKER discovered 
gorgeous images of Mount Baker 
reflecting in a tarn below the fire 
lookout when researching this popular 
hike. Arriving on scene, he was surprised 
to find the area below the lookout 
scattered with beautiful streams and 
ponds. Paul was inspired to capture 
this image when he noticed this small 
stream snaking its way toward Mount 
Baker. As the sun was setting, he set up 
his camera with a wide-angle lens low 
to the ground to lead the viewer’s eye 
from the foreground of the frame up the 
stream to the foot of Mount Baker. “Park 
Butte is one of the most scenic hikes I’ve 
done in Washington,” says Paul.

WTA draws strength from the dedication of our members and volunteers, and 

relies on their financial generosity for more than half of our annual funding. WTA’s 

amazing volunteers give back nearly every day of the year to keep trails open and well maintained, contribute to WTA's magazine 

and website, and assist with office duties. Whether you’ve been a loyal member for years or have just recently joined, we thank you!

WTA Staff Retreat 2013

49. Park Butte
 A stunning cover photo, Park Butte on Mount Baker 
was voted one of the most photogenic trails in 
Washington. See all of WTA’s Top 100 picks in this 
issue’s huge special feature starting on page 20.
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Secretary  CAROLE BIANQUIS   

LISA BLACK, BRUCE BURGER 
PERRY BURKHART, JEFF CHAPMAN
AMY CSINK, JOE GREGG
DAMIEN MURPHY, BILL POPE
TITTI RINGSTROM*, KATE ROGERS  –  Marmot*
ADAM RYND, MASON WHITE  –  Honey badger

Staff
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Staff Picks: What animal best describes your hiking style?

Washington Trails Association is a volunteer-driven 
nonprofit membership organization working to preserve, enhance 
and promote hiking opportunities in Washington state through 
collaboration, education, advocacy and trail maintenance.

WTA was founded by Louise B. Marshall (1915–2005). Ira Spring 
(1918–2003) was its primary supporter. Greg Ball (1944–2004) 

founded the volunteer trail maintenance 
program. Their spirit continues today 
through contributions from thousands of 
WTA members and volunteers.

Washington Trails Association  
705 2nd Ave, Suite 300 
Seattle, WA 98104 • (206) 625-1367 
wta.org

Washington Trails Vol. 49, Issue 6 
Owner & Publisher

WASHINGTON TRAILS ASSOCIATION 

Washington Trails (ISSN 1534-6366) is published bimonthly by the 
Washington Trails Association, 705 2nd Ave., Suite 300, Seattle, WA 98104. 
Annual membership dues, which include a subscription to Washington 
Trails magazine, are $40. Single copy price is $4.50. Periodicals postage 
paid at Seattle, WA, and at additional mailing locations.  
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Washington Trails Association, 
705 2nd Ave., Suite 300, Seattle, WA 98104. 

Share hikes, get trail news and join the 
conversation at wta.org.

pinterest.com/ 
wtahikers

Washington Trails Association

facebook.com/ 
washingtonhikers

This holiday 
season, give the 
gift of inspiration, 
experience and 
adventure with 
a Washington 
Trails Association 
membership!

See page 51 for more.
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Karen Daubert
Executive Director

karen@wta.org

WTA Highlights »
A few things we wanted to share

Front Desk

TOP: WTA communications director Susan 
Elderkin (left) enjoys a Hike-a-Thon outing with 
(L–R) Ryan Carpenter, regional correspondent 
Lindsay Leffelman and author Craig Romano. 

CENTER: WTA executive director Karen Daubert 
(2nd from left) joins representatives from the 
Mountaineers, Pacific Crest Trail Association and 
Backcountry Horsemen of Washington at the 
Washington State Trails Caucus.

BOTTOM: The WTA board of directors affirmed 
its commitment to the organization’s strategic 
priorities at its annual retreat this year.

A window seat on a flight over Washington on a clear day never fails 
to inspire. I always sit with my nose pressed against the window, trying 
to identify each lush green valley, deep running river and dramatic rocky 
peak. On a flight this year, I sat between two vacationers who had never 
been to the Northwest before. I got to enjoy their reaction to the scene 
outside, which only increased my own sense of pride and enjoyment. It 
takes only a few seconds to feel a connection to the Cascades, even from 
the seat of a plane.

In 1966, Ira Spring and Louise Miller gathered a small group of 
people together with the goal of deepening those innate connections to 
Washington’s splendor. With incredible vision and purpose, Washington 
Trails Association’s founding members set out to create an organization 
that would advocate for hikers and spread the word about the wonders 
of Washington’s trails. Today WTA is acclaimed as the largest trail-based 
organization in the nation. 

The same enlightened guidance from our current board and staff, and 
the dedicated support of our members, has helped us leverage that initial 
effort into so much more. On average, we gift approximately $1.8 million to 
our public partners each year in volunteer hours for projects that enhance 
the hiking experience. We advocate for those special places to preserve 
these landscapes for generations to come. And as the 2.3 million visitors 
to our website can attest, we inspire hiking year-round by providing up-to-
date information for hikers throughout the state.

I am constantly inspired not only by the vision of our founders, but also 
by the dedication of our staff and volunteers. It has now been two years 
that I've had the privilege of serving as executive director for WTA, and I 
have enjoyed every adventure. As I walk around the office, I am so proud 
of everyone here—from our fun-loving bookkeeper to our multitasking IT 
manager, we are a group that enjoys working together and finds deep 
meaning in the work that we do. Just stop by the office and feel the 
sense of purpose and pride. I especially look forward to First Tuesdays, 
when volunteers fill our conference room with laughter as they join staff 
members stuffing envelopes, sharing stories and just being together. 

From the seat of a plane or a desk, from the top of Old Snowy or the 
banks of the Columbia, Washington state is to each of us, our own.

Our Washington
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Eli Boschetto
Editor
editor@wta.org

Signpost
Editor’s Choice

Check In From
Anywhere!

My wife and I have been using a SPOT Satellite 
GPS Messenger since they first became 
available. It's a convenient way to keep our 
family and friends updated of our status and 
location when venturing into the backcountry. 
I use it every time I head out alone—an 
inexpensive bit of “insurance” should an 
emergency situation arise. This summer, we 
tried out the new SPOT Global Phone.

I've tried satellite phones in the backcountry 
before with typically unfavorable results: 
spotty connections, dropped calls, poor voice 
quality and short battery life in overly heavy, 
bulky units. The SPOT Global Phone went 
along with us on all of our adventures this 
summer—the PCT in Oregon, the Goat Rocks 
in Washington and the Coast Mountains in 
B.C.—and the results were superior to any 
previously used units.

The unit’s size and weight—just slightly 
larger than a cell phone—make it ideal for 
any hiker or backpacker. Satellite connections 
were mostly quick, and call connections 
went through in seconds. There was only one 
location, in a heavily forested section of the 
PCT south of Mount Hood, where we couldn't 
make a satellite connection. We walked down 
the trail a bit to an open area and were able to 
easily connect. The voice quality was crystal 
clear on every call, and after nine days on trail 
and more than an hour of 
talk time, the battery 
was still at 75%.

The SPOT Global 
Phone proved itself 
a worthy addition 
to our safety gear 
and will continue to 
accompany us on our 
outdoor adventures.

Check it out at 
findmespot.com. 

Where has 2013 gone? It seems like just weeks ago I was planning 
all of my summer outings, and now suddenly winter is staring me in 
the face. Once again I’ll carry over more hiking plans than I’m capable 
of completing from this year to the next. But looking back on this 
year, there have been some great adventures—and some great issues 
of Washington Trails, all thanks to our fantastic group of volunteers 
and contributors.

As this is the season for giving thanks, I would like to express 
my enthusiastic gratitude to Washington Trails’ team of regional 
correspondents. Through the entire year, this group of seasoned 
hikers has provided us with not only great trail recommendations 
and reports from across the state, but a wealth of knowledge and 
experience shared in the variety of features and columns you've seen 
through the year. And they’re all so happy to be sharing with WT, you 
can look forward to even more from them in the coming year.

I would also like to thank all of this year’s special guest contributors: 
professional columnists, guidebook authors and outdoor experts 
who graciously shared their expertise and insights in some truly 
captivating stories—from the history of Washington’s fire lookouts, to 
the challenge of wilderness orienteering, to the unique and majestic 
wildlife to be seen in Washington’s wild places.

And I would be remiss to leave out the bevy of photographic 
contributors who so kindly share their art and inspiration with us 
to help WT portray Washington as one of the most unique and 
spectacular places on earth. The work of their keen eyes and sharp 
lenses inspire young and old to venture out and experience the 
wonders of wilderness, and continue to promote why these sacred 
places are worthy of our time, attention and protection.

So high-fives and handshakes all around! Contributors, thanks for a 
great year of Washington Trails—and looking forward to next!

  

           ~ Cheers

Giving Thanks

Have you ever thought about contributing to Washington 
Trails? After all, WT is a members’ magazine. We want to tell your 
stories, and share your photos. Next year, we’ll be looking for even more 
of your stories from Washington’s trails to inspire and educate. There’s 
even an opportunity to become our next regional correspondent. To find 
out how you can be a part of Washington Trails, email editor@wta.org.
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This summer was a big one for slides and road closures. But what goes into a slide cleanup? Jeff 
Adamson with the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) shed some light on 

how they clean up a slide, and what it takes to maintain the roads to our favorite trails.

Trail Talk

After a road is closed by a slide, what criteria does it 
have to meet before being reopened?  

Safety is key. Typically, WSDOT evaluates it, but if a 
slide is really big, we bring in our geotechnical staff from 
Olympia to evaluate it. Often, the permanent fix makes the 
road better than the original condition. For example, the 
repairs we’re doing between Rainy Pass and Granite Creek 
are going to make the North Cascades Highway flatter, 
with wider shoulders, reducing the chance of fire from a 
flicked cigarette. The wider shoulder also gives more room 
to trailers, and will let people pull safely off the road. So 
sometimes a slide can actually result in an improvement for 
a road.

Is there a particularly problematic area that 
experiences slides year after year? 

Chinook Pass and the North Cascades Highway close 
every winter because they’re impossible to maintain safely. 
They have so many avalanche chutes that no one should 
be crossing those passes in winter. The North Cascades 
even had two slides this summer that closed the road 
temporarily. There are also places in the Puget Sound area 
that slide a lot, which affects the commuter trains. We are 
aware of the rain and mudslide activity in these areas, and 
work with the federal government and the railroads to 
stabilize slopes and reduce the potential for slides.

What kind of preventative measures does WSDOT take 
to minimize the effect of slides? 

WSDOT can only work in the right-of-way, which means 
that we can’t do much until the slide is on the road. But 
there are new tools, equipment and techniques that make 
clearing the slides much faster. 

A hillside can take about 50 years of weathering before 
it really starts to degrade, so we do slope stabilization—

where we cut a slope back to a fresh face—and that will last 
for about another 50 years, maybe longer, because we’ve 
gotten better at that than when we were first building these 
roads. We can also do explosives more efficiently than they 
did back then. They’d plug the dynamite in and take down 
the whole hillside in one blast, which creates deep fractures. 
Explosives today are more precise. They’ll take off the 
crumbly parts and not injure the foundation behind it. 

What is the fastest that WSDOT has responded to a 
slide, from learning about the incident to the road being 
declared open for use? 

Recently, we had someone call the superintendent in Twisp 
late in the evening midweek. There was mud crossing the 
road in Rainy Pass. The superintendent was able to go 
out and clear it away with one loader that was out there. 
The next day a crew came out and tidied it up, and it was 
drivable. So that was barely even reported. We try to respond 
as fast as possible, but sometimes response time depends on 
how quickly we can get a private contractor who owns the 
right equipment to handle the slide. 

What role does WSDOT play in maintaining access to 
remote trailheads on slide-prone roads? 

WSDOT is just in charge of roads and right-of-way on either 
side. When it comes to the land past that, it’s a different 
agency in charge, usually Forest or Park Service, or county 
or another state agency. WSDOT can’t plow trailheads or 
campgrounds or parking lots, but we do our best to keep the 
state highways that access them clear.

Earlier this summer, a sudden rainstorm washed out the 
Cascade River Road, stranding 65 hikers at the Cascade 
Pass trailhead. NPS and WSDOT crews scrambled to the 
scene and had the road reopened less than 24 hours later.  
Photo courtesy of North Cascades National Park
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Hiking News

2013 Hike-a-Thon Beats 
Previous Records
WTA would like to extend its thanks to all of this year's 
Hike-a-Thon participants and sponsors. Thanks to you, 
more than $91,000 was raised to help maintain hiking 
trails across Washington. Here are the numbers.

$91,641: Total amount raised

203: Hike-a-Thon hikers

9,471: Miles hiked

21: Number of youth participants (18 and under)

696: Number of youth miles

$2,190: Amount raised by youth

10: Families participated

1,482: Number of gifts

320: New members

111: Nights spent under the stars

17: Work parties

Tha nk 
YOU!
For Making Your

 Miles Count

Hikers Weigh In on National 
Forest Road Access
SEATTLE – The Mount Baker–Snoqualmie National Forest 
(MBS) spent this summer working on its Sustainable Roads 
Analysis. Currently, the MBS has more than 2,500 miles of 
roads within the forest, yet it can only afford to manage 
about one-quarter of them. By 2015, the MBS has been 
directed to identify a road system it can afford for safe travel, 
maintenance and resource protection.

As part of this effort the MBS has partnered with a group 
of conservation and recreation organizations, known as the 
Sustainable Roads Cadre, to help engage the public and 
gather feedback on the future of its road system. This unique 
partnership, which Washington Trails Association and The 
Wilderness Society helped spearhead, has proven to be a 
successful way to educate and engage forest users in this 
important management discussion about the future of the 
MBS road system.

Over the last few months, the U.S. Forest Service has 
hosted a series of open houses inviting the public to 
examine maps of the Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National 
Forest and discuss where, how and why people access the 
forest. Working with the Cadre to help promote these open 
forums, the MBS has seen remarkable turn-out and public 
participation in the sustainable roads process. Recreationists 
from all walks of life, including hikers, anglers and motorized 
users, have shared how they use the forest’s road system and 
what the future of these roads should look like. More than 
300 people attended seven open house events.

At each event, table moderators asked participants what 
criteria the Forest Service should consider when looking 
to right-size the road system. Some of the potential gauges 
discussed included fish habitat, funding and trailhead access. 
Open house attendees were also asked to identify specific 
locations they value and then illustrate how they access 
these places. 

In addition to these public conversations, the MBS 
developed a survey for people to share their opinions, 
resulting in more than 800 responses. This high participation 
rate, thanks in part to the promotion by the Cadre 
organizations, has garnered the attention of the national 
Forest Service office, where this partnership model is now 
being considered for other forest regions. WTA is proud to 
have been a part of this process and believes it illustrates the 
value that can come from including the public in these policy 
conversations.  

The MBS will spend the next several months analyzing the 
data in order to develop a sustainable roads strategy for the 
forest over the course of 2014.

You still have a chance to join the conversation. The final MBS roads 
meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 13, at the Everett 
Community College Henry M. Jackson Conference Center at 5:30 p.m. 

For more info, visit mbssustainableroads.com
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Cooperative Effort Secures 
50K Acres of Teanaway Land
YAKIMA – Hikers and other recreational trail users have reason to 
celebrate. The Washington State Department of Natural Resources and 
the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife finalized the purchase of 
50,272 acres in the Teanaway region just as summer was ending.

The September 30 purchase secures a popular area of forest and 
shrub–steppe lands that have been under heavy development pressure. 
The Teanaway is enormously important to hikers, as it is easy to access 
from many central and Western Washington communities and provides a 
variety of trail experiences on a beautiful landscape.

The Teanaway acquisition reflects more than a decade of collaboration 
between a diverse group of stakeholders from state and local 
governments, agriculture interests, tribes and nonprofits to address water 
and fish issues in the Yakima Basin. The largest single land transaction in 
Washington state in 45 years, the purchase has been a key component of 
the Yakima Basin Integrated Plan because, in part, the headwaters to the 
Yakima River start in the Teanaway region.

“The Teanaway Community Forest is one of the most beloved 
landscapes in Washington, and it will be cared for and managed for years 
to come to reflect the values and priorities of the community that has 
worked so hard to protect it,” said Peter Goldmark, commissioner of public 
lands for the state of Washington. “That’s the beauty of the Community 
Forest Trust model: it allows local communities to help protect the forests 
they love.”

Photo by Dean Stanford

Federal Lands Recreation 
Enhancement Act Extended

As part of the recent agreement that 
ended the federal shutdown, Congress 
extended the Federal Lands Recreation 
Enhancement Act (FLREA) for one more year. 
FLREA authorizes the collection of entrance 
and parking fees, such as the Northwest 
Forest Pass, and provides important 
supplemental funding for national forest 
budgets. In 2012 national forests in Oregon 
and Washington brought in $8.8 million in 
pass revenue. 

This fall, WTA joined other outdoor groups 
to express support for FLREA reauthorization 
and to encourage Congress to make reforms 
to allow national forests more flexibility on 
site selection for fee collection and to allow 
this funding to more easily be applied to trail 
maintenance. While Congress did not take 
up reforms this year, the extension of the 
program gives recreation advocates time to 
make these important changes. Stay tuned 
for more about the future of FLREA and the 
Northwest Forest Pass.

Draft Trails Plan Released
OLYMPIA – This fall, Washington released a draft of its 2013–2018 
State Trails Plan. The Trails Plan will be used by the Recreation and 
Conservation Funding Board to award grant funding for agencies and 
organizations building and maintaining trails around the state.

The new plan was based on a study that identified key opportunities 
and issues over the next five years, and assessed public priorities and 
needs for trail use. A survey found that 72 percent of Washington 
residents participate in activities taking place on trails. By far the top 
ranked activities include hiking and walking. It revealed that the top 
trail problems include capacity, confusion over multiple use trails and 
maintenance. It also found that urbanization, increases in minority 
populations and an aging demographic will need to be considered in 
trails planning as Washington’s population grows.

Recommendations that could impact hikers include:
u Developing a website that is a clearinghouse for trails information.
u Supporting funding for maintenance of trails.
u  Prioritizing funding for trail uses identified as being in demand in 

the trails plan and developing a system of state recreation trails.

In WTA’s comments to the agency we emphasized that backcountry 
and unpaved trails need to be a priority as these take pressure off 
trails near urbanized areas. For those who are interested in following 
the development of the plan, there is a public meeting in Olympia on 
November 6. A final plan will be adopted in January.
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This summer, the National Park Service began analyzing the 
effects of restoring the Pacific fisher (Pekania pennanti) to Mount 
Rainier and North Cascades National Parks. The fisher, a cat-sized 
member of the weasel family, has been absent from the North and 
South Cascades of Washington since the mid-1990s, and is the only 
native carnivore no longer present in the Cascades.

Prized for their furs, most of the Cascades-area fishers were 
wiped out in the late 1800s and early 1900s by hunting. In 1934 a 
ban on fisher trapping was implemented, but numbers continued 
to dwindle, largely due to loss of habitat by logging. In 1998 
Washington listed the fisher on its extinct species list, since it had 
completely disappeared from the Northwest.

From 2008 to 2010, Olympic National Park successfully 
coordinated its own fisher reintroduction plan with 90 animals. 
Following in their footsteps, North Cascades and Mount Rainier, 
partnering with the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
have begun to plan their own reintroduction process.

“It is very exciting to partner with [the] Department of Fish 
and Wildlife and Mount Rainier National Park to reintroduce the 
fisher to this area,” said Karen Taylor-Goodrich, superintendent 
of the North Cascades National Park Complex. “Reintroducing 
any species, much less one as wild as the fisher, is a complex and 
dynamic process and requires the collaboration of landowners and 
managers across the landscape to be successful.”

The plan will begin in 2014 with the transplant of 40 animals 
(acquired from northern British Columbia) per year into each area 

PARK UPDATEs:

Fishers Coming Back to Mount Rainier and North Cascades
Long missing from Washington's Cascades, these native carnivores will be reintroduced thanks to the National 
Park Service and the Department of Fish and Wildlife.

Photo by Flint Weiss

for the first two years. Following the reintroduction, the fishers will 
be closely monitored to see that they successfully adapt to the 
region and are capable of producing kits. Once reintroduced, the 
fisher is expected to be listed on the federal endangered species 
list next year.

Following the fisher’s long hiatus in the Cascades, park officials 
are excited about the potential of restoring these sleek animals 
to the region and the opportunity to meet Washington's recovery 
goals for this species.

Outdoors Empowered Network 
Branches Out in the Northwest
SEATTLE – The Outdoors Empowered Network 
began with the idea that 2+2=5. That is, a 
network is more than the sum of its parts. This 
fall, Washington Trails Association will begin 
pioneering a local program with the Network, 
right here in the Northwest, with its new 
Outdoor Leadership Training Program (OLT).

WTA’s new program will be training teachers 
and youth development professionals in outdoor 
leadership skills, then providing them with 
support that will allow them to help get youth 
outdoors. Similar programs have made huge 
impacts in New Jersey, where the model first 
started with the Appalachian Mountain Club, as 
well as in the Bay Area, Boston and New York. 
Collectively, the program has reached more 
than 150,000 kids. Similar programs are getting 

underway in Los Angeles and now, Seattle.

To assist and grow the program, OLT will 
implement an innovative “sharing economy” by 
using gear libraries to break down a difficult 
barrier to outdoor access: equipping youth 
with the proper gear and instruction for safe 
and memorable outdoor experiences—often the 
deciding factor in whether first-time hikers go 
back for more. With the help of the Outdoors 
Empowered Network, WTA is primed to inspire 
a new generation of outdoor leaders and 
younger trail users.

To learn more about WTA’s Outdoor 
Leadership Training, turn to page 18. For more 
information about the Outdoors Empowered 
Network, visit outdoorsempowered.org.

Kyle Macdonald, the 
founder of Bay Area 
Wilderness Training, 
a 14-year-old San 
Francisco-based 
nonprofit, founded the 
Outdoors Empowered 
Network in 2012 to 
support existing 
organizations and 
seed new ones using 
this same model. 

http://outdoorsempowered.org/
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FROM SIGNPOST BLOG }}

Jim whittaker honored with trail
King County recently renamed two trails on 
Cougar Mountain in honor of Jim Whittaker 
and the late Nawang Gombu. 
This year marks the 50th anniversary 
of the Whittaker–Gombu ascent of 
Mount Everest. Whittaker, a Seattle 
native, was the first American to 
summit earth’s highest peak. It was 
also Gombu’s first ascent of Everest. 

"It was cool to see this lifelong 
friendship come home and be honored 
in the naming of these two trails," says 
Alan Carter Mortimer, WTA's field 
programs manager. Mortimer and youth programs coordinator Andrea 
Martin attended the ceremony, then later ran into Whittaker and his 
wife as they hiked the route.

No Child Left Inside

Whittaker's last words at the ceremony emphasized the importance of 
getting kids out in the wilderness.

“Let’s create a beautiful world,” he said. “And have no child left inside.”

Following the ceremony, WTA led an unflappable crew of teens with 
the YMCA BOLD program who braved two days in the rain over the 
National Public Lands Day weekend to maintain the popular trails. The 
students improved the trail tread, transplanted ferns and dodged dozens 
of trail runners out enjoying the trail.

Explore the trails

The Cougar Mountain trail system is a treasure trove of close-in hiking 
for the Puget Sound area, some of which is also accessible by public 
transportation. With low elevations, the trails are excellent all winter 
long for family strolls, morning hikes with dogs or after-work runs. If you 
go, be sure to download or take a map with you, so you can connect the 
dots on the many intersecting trails on Cougar Mountain.

The Wilderness Whittaker-
Gombu Loop: When you 
hike the loop, you'll climb 
beside a creek on the Jim 
Whittaker Wilderness Peak 
Trail (which combines the 
former Wilderness Creek 
and Wilderness Peak Trails) 
and then return down to the 
trailhead using the Nawang 
Gombu Wilderness Cliffs Trail.

For more information about 
King County Parks and the new 
Jim Whittaker and Nawang 
Gombu trails, visit kingcounty.
gov/recreation/parks.
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Alpine - $1,000-$2,499 
LakeWenatcheeInfo.com  •  MSR® 

Emergent BioSolutions  •  Therm-a-Rest®

To find out how your company can support 
WTA’s work for trails, please call us at  

(206) 625-1367 or email lisac@wta.org.

Cascade - $2,500-$9,999

Olympic - $10,000-$24,999

We extend our thanks to
WTA’s Corporate Partners                             

Rainier - $25,000+

Patagonia Opens Worn Wear 
Section in Seattle Store 
SEATTLE – Patagonia, a leading designer of outdoor 
apparel is introducing its Worn Wear section as part of 
their Common Threads Partnership.

Customers can now purchase used Patagonia items 
or receive credit for bringing in their own used clothing 
for resale. Items accepted for trade-in include Patagonia 
shells, fleece, down and synthetic insulation, and ski and 
alpine pants. Customers can earn trade-in credit valued 
at 50 percent of the price of the item, which will then be 
sold through the Common Threads Worn Wear section.

“Worn Wear started as a pilot program in our Portland 
store, and over the last year we’ve seen remarkable 
demand and interest in the program,” said Vickie Achee, 
Patagonia’s head of retail marketing. The Worn Wear 
section is now available in four Patagonia retail stores, 
including Seattle and Portland. For more information 
on Patagonia’s Common Threads Partnership, visit 
patagonia.com/us/common-threads.
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During the shutdown, hikers looked to and commented 
on WTA’s Signpost Blog, Trip Reports and Facebook page 
to share their information about what was closed and 
what was open to help each other out. Now with a bit of 
hindsight, we can look at the full effects of the shutdown on 
our state’s federal lands—and its impact on outdoor lovers.

National Parks Completely Closed

National parks and national forests took different 
approaches to the closure. All national parks were gated and 
closed, including trails that were accessible from outside the 
parks. On national forests, ranger stations were shuttered 
and services halted, but trails remained accessible to hikers. 

Why the difference? National parks and national forests 
are operated by different federal agencies with a different 
mandate. A primary responsibility of national parks is to 
protect recognized treasures or resources. 

“The national parks not only protect very special places, 
but also have visitor centers, restrooms and other facilities 
which need maintenance if people use them. In addition, the 
national parks have primary responsibility for responding 
to accidents and emergencies within 
their boundaries,” commented Rob Smith, 
northwest regional director of the National 
Parks Conservation Association.

National forests, on the other hand, 
serve a different mission and are extremely 
decentralized. This makes it extremely 
difficult, if not impossible, to fully close them. 
There are inholdings of private property, 
thousands of miles of roads and swaths of 
public lands that are bigger than some states.

Enchantment Permits Honored, 
WTA Work Parties Canceled

The most frequently asked question 
we heard concerned hikers’ coveted 
Enchantments permits, which were required 
through October 15. It turned out that the 
snow in the basin was the biggest obstacle 
for hikers. Rangers with the Okanogan–
Wenatchee National Forest posted a sign on 
the ranger station door telling people that 
they could simply print their confirmation and 
enjoy their hike. WTA’s Arlen Bogaards was 
one of the hikers with a permit in October. “I 

Special Report

was very relieved that I could take my hike, and thankful to 
the rangers for letting hikers know it was okay to go.”

Hiker-to-hiker information was essential during the 
shutdown. WTA’s Trip Report submissions were up 30 
percent, with 340 posted over the course of the closure. 
These helped hikers determine whether the roads they were 
travelling were open as well as conditions in the mountains 
where early snow had fallen.

A larger toll was a premature end to WTA’s high country 
trail maintenance season. As U.S. Forest Service employees 
were shutting down on October 1, WTA received a clear 
directive to cancel work parties on federal lands. Over those 
two weeks, WTA canceled twelve work parties, rescheduling 
them to state and county parks where possible. 

The sixteen-day partial shutdown of the federal government in October left hikers scrambling to 
determine where they could go during the peak of the fall color season.  |  Susan Elderkin

LEFT OuT IN THE COLD. Hikers were met with closed gates 
and were turned away with “park closed” signs at Washington's 
three national parks during the 16-day federal government 
shutdown. Photo by Janelle Walker
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Imagine having hiked 2,620 miles on the Pacific Crest Trail only to find the 
last 30 miles closed off due to the federal government's shutdown. That's 
exactly what a group of PCT hikers encountered when they tried to complete 
their hike to the Canadian border by passing through North Cascades 
National Park after being turned around by snow near Cutthroat Pass. The 
following is an excerpt from the hiking blog of Robin "Toots Magoots" Grapa.

“I can hardly believe it. Sometimes things 
just don’t pan out at ALL how you imagine.

Don’t get me wrong, I don’t feel like a failure—at 
all. But I am working through a lot of emotions about 
everything I’ve been through.

I imagined as I hiked mile after mile for over 160 
days about what that day might be like, what it 
might feel like. The day I completed my PCT hike. I 
never, ever—in my wildest dreams—thought the 

adventure would end like this. I was denied first by storms. Then we grouped up, 
coordinated and headed out into the weather and trudged through waist-deep 
snow only to be turned around. Then we took an alternate [route], a detour 
including a road walk that would have to do. I came to terms with the decision. 
Then, were we really denied our goal because of a government shutdown?

After 20 miles hiking on a hard paved road in on-and-off rain, we finally 
arrived at the trailhead where we were about to head into the woods for the last 
30 miles to Canada. We’d camp one more night in the States, in the woods under 
a cold Washington rain. We geared up and were almost ready to go when a 
white park ranger SUV pulled up. We joked that we were going to get kicked out. 
Yes, we joked. I was warming up in the car while a few other hikers talked to the 
rangers. It looked as though it was going fine. Laura came over to us and through 
the car window she looked at us and just said, “I’m sorry, you guys… this is it.”

She wasn’t joking, and neither were those rangers. Their arms were folded and 
they just kept shaking their heads and apologizing. We wished they would just 
turn their backs as we snuck through, but they were faithful to their careers and 
wouldn’t budge.

As the two rangers [erected] temporary 
barricades around the trail entrance with 
yellow “Do Not Enter” tape, a group of 
about 10 of us just glanced around at 
each other, dumbfounded with eyes full 
of tears. This was really it. We discussed 
options even though we knew we’d 
already gone over them all. We were told 
we needed to vacate the premises. We 
piled into the cars and dispersed.

We [had] started the day with high spirits, laughing, smiling, getting wet in the 
rain and collectively complaining about the pavement killing our feet. We ended 
in tears and disappointment.”

The next day, Robin and her companions drove to Manning Park, Canada, 
and hiked in to the terminus of the Pacific Crest Trail. Despite the late-season 
weather and the unexpected trail closure, they popped open champagne 
and celebrated the completion of their hike from Mexico to Canada. 

You can read more of Robin's PCT adventures at somanymiles.wordpress.com.

Shutdown Turns 
Away PCT Hikers 

Shutdown Affects More Than Hikers

Not only were hikers wanting to visit federal 
lands turned away during the shutdown, but 
it had widespread effects on local economies 
and communities that were relying on autumn 
tourist visits, and which are also home to 
federal workers who went unpaid during 
the shutdown. From Winthrop to Ashford to 
Port Angeles, businesses suffered as people 
canceled their visits to national parks.

In our parks and forests, rangers had to put 
the brakes on annual winterization projects. 
Now rangers will be working against time 
to make sure facilities and campgrounds are 
properly closed for winter. With snow in the 
high country, some trailhead facilities may not 
get cleaned or closed this season.

Keeping Our Public Lands Funded 
and Accessible

Through this situation, one thing was clear: 
Washingtonians are passionate about their 
public lands. Even as the short summer season 
comes to a close, we still seek the mountains 
for renewal, inspiration and exercise. We hope 
that you will help us work to ensure that our 
special places get the funding they need.

Since the issue of funding is likely to surface 
again early next year, we urge you to look 
to WTA for ways to proactively engage in 
the public process to restore full funding to 
our national parks and forests. If you haven’t 
already, you can sign up for WTA’s Trail Action 
Network (wta.org/tan) to become an advocate 
for trails and wild lands. We will let you know 
when there is an opportunity to weigh in on 
critical issues.

In the meantime, let's continue to use and 
appreciate our public lands for the treasures 
they are. And don't forget to thank our rangers 
and land mangers for their tireless efforts to 
protect our public lands and keep them safe for 
everyone to enjoy.è

Last Fee-Free  
Weekend of 2013
In honor of the Veteran’s Day holiday, all 
national parks, national forests and state 
parks will be open and free to the public 
during the weekend of November 9-11. 
Plan a trip to your favorite place, spend a 
little time in the nearby communities and 
have some fun on our public lands.  



14    Washington Trails  |  Nov+Dec 2013  |  wta.org

Trail Maintenance

WASHINGTON TRAILS ASSOCIATION

It was awesome to work with 

WTA, Spokane County Parks 

and DNR to complete the 

Nimbus Knob Loop. Vernal ponds, 

granite rock outcroppings and 

expansive views will make it a 

favorite for Dishman Hills hikers.

— Karen Jurasin,  
Dishman Hills Conservancy

Maybe you’ve encountered a WTA work crew on the trail. With their green hard 
hats and big smiles, they’re hard to miss. We want to shout a big THANK YOU 
to each and every one of those 3,000 enthusiastic volunteers who work hard 
year-round—for a day or a week at a time—to keep trails safe and hikable.

Near and far, WTA volunteers have improved nearly 200 hiking routes across the state this year, 
smashing our previous record of 170 just last year. Here are some of this year’s most notable projects.

NimbuS KNOb 
Improving hiking opportunities in Spokane’s Dishman Hills

The Nimbus Knob Trail was years in the making, and would not have happened 
without the hard work and collaboration of WTA and partners, including 
the Dishman Hills Conservancy, Spokane County Parks and the Washington 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR). 

In April, WTA volunteers built a new loop trail to Nimbus Knob, part of a larger 
effort to address the tangle of trails and informal boot paths at Dishman Hills that 
have been causing ecological damage and wildlife disturbances. This is part of a 
long-term effort to address local trail issues and improve hiking opportunities for 
area residents.
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As the last of our group arrived back at the trailhead on day 

six, a great feeling of satisfaction came over us. Our group 

had hiked a combined total of 475 miles while working 

safely, having fun and getting the job done!

— Scott Metzler, WTA Crew Leader

O’Neil PASS 
Herculean effort by volunteers clears Olympic 
National Park trail

This August, nine self-supported volunteers—forming 
a WTA Backcountry Response Team (BCRT)—hiked more 
than 16 miles into Olympic National Park with gear, 
tools and food to camp and work for five days. From a 
base camp above the Enchanted Valley at White Creek 
Meadow, they cleared the length of the O’Neil Pass 
Trail between Anderson Pass and O’Neil Pass, a remote 
location that rarely receives maintenance. 

The work was strenuous. The volunteer crew cleared 
more than 30 huge logs along an 8-mile stretch. And if 
an extensive log-out wasn’t enough, they finished with 
some detail work, brushing and grubbing along the 
trail. The work that was required, and the sheer number 
of miles hiked with tools in hand, makes this one of the 
most challenging BCRT trips that WTA has ever held. 
This legendary trail is part of what Secretary of the 
Interior Sally Jewell recently named as the world’s best 
hike: Dosewallips to Enchanted Valley to Lake Quinault.

Scott Metzler
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PrATT CONNeCTOr 
Multi-year project improves access to Pratt Valley

The Pratt Connector Trail is finished! Starting on Earth 
Day 2010, volunteers began rerouting 3.25 miles of trail along 
the Middle Fork Snoqualmie River outside North Bend. The 
new route was completed in July 2013—some 80 work parties 
later. Now hikers can take a lush walk to Rainy Lake, or they 
can connect to the Pratt Valley and hike to Pratt Lake via the 
Middle Fork Road.

Both safety and sustainability figure into the new route 
designed by the U.S. Forest Service. WTA volunteers brought 
the trail out of the floodplain by building a new trail uphill 
above the river. The new route eliminates the dangerous 
ford of the Middle Fork Snoqualmie, previously required by 
hikers using the old route. As plans to pave the Middle Fork 
access road get under way, this new trail is sure to become 
increasingly popular with hikers.

WONderlANd TrAil 
Three sections of Mount Rainier’s iconic trail get WTA love

The legendary 93-mile trail circumnavigating Mount Rainier takes 
quite a beating every year from the Northwest’s often-capricious 
winter weather. Fortunately, WTA volunteers have been a regular 
fixture on the trail since 2005. 

This year, we turned our attention to a landslide near the Carbon 
Glacier. Both youth and adult Volunteer Vacation crews trooped to 
Ipsut Creek Campground this summer. They spent five days slinging 
mud to clear the trail for hikers navigating the Wonderland Trail. 
Additionally, a BCRT at Indian Bar worked on rerouting a washed-out 
portion of the trail, installing rock steps and cleaning out clogged 
drainages. And near Longmire, volunteers focused on brushing out 
several sections of trail that badly needed attention.

TurTlebACK mOuNTAiN 
New trail opens on Orcas Island

The San Juan Preservation Trust recently expanded the 
Turtleback Mountain Preserve on Orcas Island by acquiring 
140 acres that had separated the popular Turtleback 
Mountain Preserve from the beautiful Turtlehead Preserve. 
The result is the protection of the Turtle’s entire ridgeline. 

The Trust called in WTA to help create a new trail that 
culminates in a stunning 360-degree view never before 
accessible to the public. Along with members of the San 
Juan Preservation Trust and the San Juan Land Bank, 
WTA volunteers spent a week in May building nearly 1,500 
feet of new trail. A ribbon-cutting ceremony in August 
celebrated its completion.

The lovely, winding trail provides hikers with expanded 

opportunities for day hiking and has opened up an area that 

was previously inaccessible to the public.

– Kathleen Foley, San Juan Preservation Trust Program Director

Hundreds of committed volunteers have worked to open this trail to the public. Not only will the trail connect people to Rainy Lake and the Pratt River, it will connect people to place, themselves and one another.

— Evonne Ellis, North Bend District Crew Leader

Kathy Bogaards

Evonne Ellis

Andrea Martin

Under the majesty of Mt. Rainier, WTA worked hand-in-hand with members of the NPS trail crew to help keep this beautiful trail in working order.

– Jen Gradisher, Mount Rainier District Crew Leader
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lArrAbee STATe PArK 
Partnership creates new hiking opportunities

Since 2008, WTA volunteers have spent 134 days building and 
maintaining trails in Washington's first state park. This year we 
teamed up with the Chuckanut Conservancy to build a new hiker-
only trail that will connect the Cyrus Gates Overlook trailhead 
with Lost Lake, creating a loop option for hikers.  

The new trail is an engineering marvel with 87 steps on the 
upper part as it descends a steep hill to traverse the base of an 
impressive sandstone cliff. Crews spent more than 25 days this 
year building some of these steps and carving out a path through 
the abundant ferns, as well as providing maintenance on other 
trails in the park. It should be open to hikers in the spring of 
2014, and is part of a comprehensive plan to increase recreation 
opportunities within the park.

PASAyTeN WilderNeSS 
Addressing maintenance backlogs in the backcountry

As the Pasayten’s legions of fans know, some of the trails here 
just aren’t what they used to be. Declining funding for Forest Service 
trail crews over the last two decades, wildfire and extreme weather 
all add up to big maintenance backlogs in one of Washington’s most 
remote and beloved wilderness areas. Fortunately, WTA is continuing 
its partnership with the Forest Service to keep the eastern slopes of 
the North Cascades a backpacker’s paradise.  

In 2013, two Volunteer Vacation crews and three BCRTs ventured 
into the backcountry to log out and brush more than 10 different 
trails, as well as construct two bridges over Diamond Creek and 
the West Fork Pasayten River. The beautiful, sturdy bridges will be 
appreciated by hikers on long backcountry treks for seasons to come.
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We are looking forward to opening this trail to the public 

soon, a feat I'm not sure we could have accomplished 

without this great partnership.

— Arlen Bogaards, WTA NW Regional Manager

The new trail will be safer, while protecting the forested 

hillside on the way to the mailbox. It's a beautiful trail, with 

so much collaboration in its construction.

— Kelly Heintz, Washington DNR

mAilbOx PeAK 
A new trail to a popular summit

Ask an enthusiastic hiker about Mailbox Peak in North 
Bend, and you’ll be met with raised eyebrows, widened eyes 
and a sigh. Notorious for its straight-up route, the popular 
user-built trail has been utilized as a training hike for years. 
But the heavily used hiker-built trail has been a lesson in 
erosion, with tree roots exposed and dangerously steep spots 
where the tread has been worn away. 

To remedy the danger and protect the recently established 
Middle Fork Snoqualmie Natural Resource Conservation Area, 
WTA joined with the Washington Department of Natural 
Resources, Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust, EarthCorps 
and Washington Conservation Corps to create a new 5.25-mile 
alternate route that safely and sustainably transports hikers 
up the mountain. Over the last two years WTA has logged 50 
days at the site, with many including youth volunteers from 
YMCA’s BOLD Mountain School program. The new trail is 
due to open in 2014.

Kathy Bogaards

Rebecca Lavigne

Daniel Silverberg
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MAINTENANCE NEWS:

New Funding for  
Trail Maintenance

Boeing Grant supports 
WTA crew leaders

Six days a week, all year, crew leaders put 
the WTA motto of “be safe, have fun and 
get good work done” into action on trail 
work parties across the state. As volunteers 
themselves, these crew leaders and assistant 
crew leaders—some 100 strong—set an 
inspiring example for our 3,000 volunteers  
to follow. 

Thanks to a new two-year grant from 
The Boeing Company, Washington Trails 
Association is strengthening our crew leader 
training program and actively working to 
recruit more volunteer leaders who can 
support the growing trail maintenance 
program. The $80,000 grant is expected to 
increase WTA’s ability to say yes when a park 
or forest manager asks for help to repair a 
damaged trail or build safe and sustainable 
hiking opportunities—or when a school or 
youth group wants to volunteer with WTA. 

“WTA crew leaders play a vital role in 
engaging the local community in the 
stewardship of our public lands,” says Shyla 
Miller, Boeing’s Global Corporate Citizenship 
representative for the Northwest region. “The 
Boeing Company is proud to support WTA 
in preserving the trails that our employees 
love.” Boeing funds will leverage support from 
other public and private funders, including 
WTA members.

Snoqualmie Tribe grant 
benefits trails

If you plan to hike between the Issaquah 
Alps and Snoqualmie Pass in the months 
ahead, you might want to say thanks to 
the Snoqualmie Tribe. 

WTA was recently awarded a $5,000 grant 
from the Snoqualmie Tribe Fund as part of a 
new partnership to preserve, enhance and 
promote hiking opportunities in the area.

“Trails help connect us with the natural 
lands and cultural traditions of our region,” 
says Carolyn Lubenau, Snoqualmie Tribal 
Chairwoman. “We are proud to support WTA’s 
efforts to maintain our trails and connect 
people with the outdoors.”

APe CAve vieWPOiNT 
Expanding hiking opportunities at Mount St. Helens

Mount St. Helens offers fascinating views of an ecosystem in recovery 
and a mountain bouncing back from disaster. The Ape Cave Viewpoint 
Trail is part of the Forest Service’s multiyear plan to increase recreation 
opportunities within the national volcanic monument.

WTA broke ground on the new trail, near the popular Ape Caves Trail, 
last fall. The work proceeded quickly thanks to a strong partnership 
with the Forest Service and the Mount St. Helens Institute, as well as 
enthusiastic volunteers who turned out in droves. The trail was scheduled 
to be finished and dedicated in October, but because of bad weather and 
the government shutdown, curious hikers will have to wait until next year. 
Future plans call for a lookout at the end of the trail, offering new and 
improved views of this iconic mountain.
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Since the Ape Cave Interpretive Site is such a popular destination, there are a lot of people who will enjoy hiking this trail. It's exciting to be involved in a project that's adding something new for generations to enjoy.
— Ryan Ojerio, WTA SW Regional Manager

WTA Trail Maintenance Sets New Records in 2013!

190: Trails built, maintained or repaired*

95,000+: Volunteer maintenance hours

3,000: Volunteers across the state* 

23: Percent of volunteers 18 and under

*WTA record

Ryan Ojerio
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Youth & Families

“I think it would be a great experience to take my students 
hiking, but I don’t know where to start.”

“The young people we work with just don’t have the 
appropriate gear to enjoy the outdoors.”

“Our youth group would love to volunteer with WTA, but 
we don’t have transportation to get to the trailhead.”

These are just a sample of the comments that Washington Trails 
Association has heard from community organizations and schools 
interested in leading outdoor youth trips. This led Krista Dooley, 
WTA’s youth program manager, to assess the challenges faced by 
schools and community organizations and to explore ways in which 
WTA might be able to offer support. Unsurprisingly, her research 
found that teachers and youth development professionals face 
several common barriers when trying to lead outdoor experiences: 
a lack of training, gear, funding and support.

In response, WTA set out to develop a new program to help get 
more youth hiking and involved in trail stewardship, particularly 
those young people with limited access to outdoor experiences. 
Looking around the country for ideas, an innovative program 
model was identified to meet this goal. Instead of directly leading 
youth trips, WTA’s new Outdoor Leadership Training Program (OLT) 

Learn, Lead & Inspire
WTA,s New Outdoor Leadership Training Program

will be offering four resources to adults interested in leading trips 
on their own: workshops on a variety of trip-leading topics, a free 
gear-lending library, mini-grants for transportation and trip costs 
and ongoing community support to foster connections and crowd-
source solutions to common problems.

learning

The goal of OLT is to empower adults who work with youth to 
use outdoor experiences as a tool for positive youth development. 
Many teachers and youth leaders lack the training opportunities 
to learn about leading safe and fun outdoor trips on their own. 
WTA’s new workshops prepare teachers and youth development 
professionals with the skills and confidence they need to 
successfully take their students out hiking on Washington’s trails. By 
engaging a small army of community-based trip leaders, WTA will 
leverage a multiplier effect to help thousands of youth experience 
the outdoors in the coming years. Current workshops focus on 
day hiking, trip planning and proper gear, but will grow to include 
camping, backpacking and winter recreation.

leading

Workshop graduates gain access to a free gear-lending 
library that includes rain gear, fleece jackets, backpacks, water 
bottles and hiking boots. The gear library is located in a new 

“I hope to 
combat nature 
deficit disorder, 
give kids greater 
confidence and 
provide them 
with a sense of 
ownership and 
responsibility. 
And, I hope to 
encourage a life-
long hobby.”

— Cindy Benson,  
Girl Scout Troop Leader
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Learn, Lead & Inspire
Paying It Forward

We have a friend, 
born and raised in 
Tacoma, who never 
visited Mount Rainier 
until we took her there 
hiking. She was 40 
and had never been to 
Mount Rainier! If adults 
aren’t exposed to the 
outdoors as children, 
then, it seems, they are less likely to value it as adults.

What can we do to ensure that future generations 
will enjoy the outdoors? How can we get children to 
appreciate our forests and mountains if they aren’t 
exposed to them? We asked ourselves these questions 
and pondered what we could do. 

Last fall we turned to WTA in search of answers. 
During an initial “meeting of the minds” with WTA 
staff, we discovered that our goals coincided with 
WTA’s strategic priorities to get more—and more 
diverse—young people hiking, particularly those 
who, otherwise, would never have these experiences. 

Initially we provided a small grant for WTA to 
explore what other organizations in our region 
were already doing and to identify best practices 
nationally. That assessment formed the basis of the 
new Outdoor Leadership Training program. With 
our lead funding of $100,000 a year for three years, 
we hope that WTA will be positioned to continue the 
program with other support in the future.

We did our homework to make sure that such a 
significant investment would be used wisely. A quick 
check of CharityNavigator.org, where WTA has the 
highest rating, provided part of the answer. WTA’s 
program proposal was SMART (Simple, Measurable, 
Achievable, Realistic and Timely). And WTA staff have 
demonstrated their professionalism and an engaging 
enthusiasm for the program every step of the way. 

As longtime hikers and WTA members, we’ve seen 
WTA’s positive impact on trails firsthand. We are 
excited to be working together on this new effort to 
connect the next generation with the outdoors. 

— Steve and Cynthia Hammer, Tacoma

WTA,s New Outdoor Leadership Training Program
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Special Thanks
Washington Trails Association would like to thank 
the following companies for their generous 
donations to our new gear-lending library.

South Seattle facility and will grow to include camping and backpacking gear. 
Additionally, workshop graduates are able to apply for mini-grants of up to 
$250 of funding assistance to help mitigate transportation and trip costs. And to 
continue supporting youth development professionals and teachers beyond the 
workshops, WTA has created an online forum to share trip ideas, ask questions, 
learn about upcoming events and stay connected with other leaders working 
with youth. These resources will also be available to schools and youth groups 
who volunteer with WTA but lack access to gear and transportation.

inspiring

WTA is engaging youth development professionals and teachers who work 
with 10- to 18-year-olds who have little to no connection to the outdoors. 
These youth, often from underserved families with limited resources and from 
diverse socioeconomic, ethnic and cultural backgrounds, may not have other 
opportunities to enjoy our public lands. With this program, personal relationships 
and sense of belonging are deepened on hikes led by group leaders who know 
the unique needs of their students. School and community programs benefit 
by integrating powerful outdoor experiences with programming back in the 
classroom or community center. Together with WTA, these groups are engaging 
young people in trail use to inspire the next generation of hikers, outdoor leaders 
and public land stewards. 

For more information on WTA’s OLT, please visit wta.org/olt.

http://www.wta.org/olt
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ast year, Washington Trails let you, our loyal readers, 
select your top picks for hiking and backpacking trails 
across the state in the first-ever Readers' Choice issue. 

There were some clear favorites among your selections—The 
Enchantments, Cascade Pass, Skyline Divide, etc. 

This year, we took the question to WTA's staff, board and 
contributor teams. But in order to avoid duplication—after all, who 
can argue with The Enchantments’ awesomeness?—we decided to 
change it up a little. The next 20 pages will highlight some of the 
best trails and outdoor destinations in Washington, as well as some 
staff-inspired tips, all wrapped up into 100 recommendations to 
help you get the most out of your outdoor adventures—many, in 
ways you may not have considered before...
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1. The Enchantments
 As to be expected, The Enchantments topped many of our 
lists of favorites, including trails for inspiration-seekers, 
trails for fantastic photogs and a few other notable entries. 
There's no denying it—The Enchantments are awesome, 
worthy of leading the pack at Number 1. 
Photo by Kelsie Donleycott
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I might call in dead if there was 
an opportunity for an overnight 
in The Enchantments zone. 

— Anna Roth, Communications Associate

3.  Photo by Ashley Gossens 4.  Photo by Randall Hodges

2.  Following up its number one spot, The 
Enchantments also takes the number two 
spot as the most popular destination to 
get to any way—and any day—you can. 
Photo by Kelsie Donleycott
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Trails Worthy of Using a 
Sick Day (or Two... or Three...)
Ditch the crowds, or score that coveted permit by being a little—"cough, 
cough"—under the weather midweek. Warning: some of these might 
require more than that 24-hour "food poisoning" bug. 

2.  The Enchantments - Alpine Lakes 
The fact that you need to win a permit lottery for this stretch of wilderness 
demonstrates just how special this place is!

The Enchantments are arguably the scenic climax of the 
Cascades. Permits are hard to come by. If you're lucky enough 
to get one, or to be invited along by someone else who has 
one, you'd better go.  –  David Hagen, Regional Correspondent

3.  Cascade Pass & Sahale Arm - North Cascades 
  With views almost the entire way—jagged peaks, alpine lakes, forest, 
meadows and glacial tundra—this trail really has it all.

4.  Skyline Divide - Mount Baker 
Go for the amazing 360-degree views of Mounts Baker and Shuksan, as 
well as an incredible wildflower display.

WTA’s Top Picks for  
Post-Hike Grinds
Satisfy that big post-hike appetite at one of these 
favorite eateries—and pack on all the calories you 
just burned off.

8.  59er Diner - Leavenworth 
The burgers are great, but it’s the milkshakes that 
hook you! They're delicious and they're huge, and 
they’ll keep you coming back! 

9.   Zeke’s Drive-In - Gold Bar 
  This Stevens Pass institution serves up tasty burgers, 
fries, onion rings and homemade milkshakes—just 
what you’re craving after racking up the miles.

10.  Annie’s Pizza Station - Concrete 
Who doesn't love a big, cheesy slice post-hike? 
Annie's has one of the friendliest staffs around, 
plus the ’za is oh so very, very good! 

Whenever I'm in the North Cascades I go out 
of my way so I can enjoy the tasty pizza from 
Annie's—even planning to get off the trail early 
enough to make it there before closing time. 
      –  Rebecca Lavigne, Program Director

Best Trails for a Romantic  
Backcountry Getaway
What's more romantic than living in the dirt without showering for 
a few days? Nothing, if you're seeking wilderness togetherness. Just 
zip those sleeping bags together and snuggle up. 

5.  Harts Pass - Pasayten 
You and your sweetie can feel like awesome backcountry wanderers, 
regardless of whether you're in peak condition, because your car 
does most of the climbing for you.

On this lonely stretch of the PCT, you're unlikely to run 
into crowds, and the scenery will make your hearts soar. 
   –  Loren Drummond, Digital Content Manager

6.  Third Beach - Olympic Coast 
  Rent a cabin in La Push and stroll the coast hand-in-hand, or pack up 
the tent, put some wine in your Nalgene, and find your own private 
little piece of beach and cuddle up for spectacular sunsets.

7.  Scottish Lakes - Stevens Pass 
So close, and yet so far, spend a few days at the High Camp and 
explore the Alpine Lakes Wilderness, and then retreat to your rustic 
cabin for evening romance.

5.  Photo by Jessie Mui

6. Photo by Frank Edwards
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Trails You Should Never,  
EVER, Forget Your Sunscreen
Whoever thought you could get sunburned in your mouth?! That's entirely a 
possibility on one of these hikes, as is a good frying on all three. Take extra sun 
and exposure precautions on these favorite routes.

11.  Muir Snowfield - Mount Rainier 
Here, you are fully exposed, with the sun shining down and reflecting off the 
snow. This one will burn you seven ways from Sunday.

Not only is the sun intense at this altitude, but the trail is exposed 
and the snow reflects the sun up, giving you a double dose. What 
really catches people by surprise is the sunburn in their nostrils 
and on the roof of their mouth!  –  Doug Diekema, Photographer

12.  Ancient Lakes - Coulee Country 
  In central Washington sagebrush country, this location gets lots of sun with 
little shade and can get beastly hot as early as springtime.

13.  Loowit Trail - Mount St. Helens 
This wide-open moonscape lacks both shade and water, and the volcanic 
rock and ash reflect the sun almost intensely as snow.

12.  Photo by Paul Raymaker

13.  Photo by Eli Boschetto

11.  
With all this exposure and reflecting snow, the Muir 
Snowfield is no place to skimp on the sunscreen. 
Photo by Cassandra Overby
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17.  Junction Lake - Indian Heaven  
As beautiful as this location’s lakes and meadows are, wait for late 
summer's berry season to avoid this mosquito-hell. 

18.  Lyman Lake - Glacier Peak 
  During bug season, you will be eaten alive here. Skip the lake and 
head straight for higher country at Cloudy Pass.

19.  Baker Lake - Mount Baker 
One of the highest concentrations of biting bugs in the Northwest. 
Either slather on the deet, or wait until later in the season.

Hiking to Baker Lake with the constant buzzing and 
biting of mosquitoes is an unpleasant experience—
until you find a spot along the lakeshore with a cool 
breeze and view of Mount Baker's glaciers. 
     –   Lindsay Leffelman,  

Regional Correspondent

Soggiest Trails for Putting 
Your Gore-Tex Boots to Work
Gore-Tex boots are like the Range Rover of hiking boots—they can 
go anywhere and through anything. These three mud monsters 
will make you glad you sprung for the feature upgrade.

14.  Shi-Shi - Olympic 
The approach trail to the beach is an ankle-deep mud hole, but 
once you’re at the beach, the mess makes it all worth it!

If you don't want your boots looking new, Shi Shi is the 
place to take them. Unavoidable and epic mud will turn 
shiny leather into something completely unrecognizable.  
   –  Susan Elderkin, Communications Director  

15.  Bogachiel - Olympic 
  Combine wind and rain coming off the Pacific with dense forest 
and prolific undergrowth for a wet and messy adventure.

16.  Nooksack Cirque - Mount Baker 
Oft-neglected for its location on the border of national park and 
national forest land, this is one of the sloppiest trails out there.

Freebie: Take care to clean your boots following 
a good mud-tromping with a boot cleanser and 
reproofer. This will keep your feet dry and your 
boots performing at their best, season after season.

So You Want to Make a Large Blood Donation?
Northwest mosquitoes aren’t so big they’ll carry you off, but they are so annoying that you might want 
something to airlift you off one of these trails. You've been warned.
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Great Locations for  
Searching for UFOs
Escape the city lights to one of these remote locations 
and enjoy nature's light show from a long time ago, with 
galaxies far, far away.

20.  Horseshoe Basin - Pasayten 
A perfect combination of high elevation, dark skies and 
wide-open landscapes.

21.  Goat Lake - Goat Rocks 
  The moon and stars make brilliant night lights at the 
edge of this high backcountry basin.

From the exposed campsites below Goat Lake, 
the night sky is a showcase of twinkling stars, 
speeding satellites and distant galaxies, with the 
Milky Way spanning from horizon to horizon. 
    –  Eli Boschetto, Editor

22.  Table Mountain - Mount Baker 
Bring your tripod and capture fantastic star trail photos 
over rugged Cascades peaks.

21.  
The Milky Way paints a sparkling 
band across the night sky from Goat 
Lake in the Goat Rocks Wilderness.  
Photo by Jake Johnson.
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Top Trails for Mushroom Hunters
Okay, so no one was willing to share their favorite fungi haunts, so here are three 
helpful hints so you can find your own tasty morels, er, morsels.

29.   Know what you're picking. 
Take a guide and know how to properly identify your specimens.

30.   Go during "hunting" season. 
  Spring and fall are the best times to hunt for tasty ’shrooms.

31.   Look in the right places. 
Search in moist, not marshy areas, near dead trees or recent burn areas.

Trails for Bear-Gazing
The bears like these trails for people-gazing, too! The only 
difference is they're not toting cameras.

23.   Glacier Basin - Mount Rainier 
This is a favorite hangout of these furry friends after the 
spring thaw, especially in the basin and on the slopes above. 

24.   Enchanted Valley - Olympic 
  The bruins are so prolific in this lush, forested valley, you 
almost have to work not to see them.

25.   Seven Lakes Basin - Olympic 
If you can tear your gaze away from the surrounding peaks 
and sparkling lakes, there are probably bears nearby. 

I once sat on Bogachiel Peak watching a sow and 
cub splash in a tarn below. I felt like I was watching 
Marty Stouffer's "Wild America."   
   –  Craig Romano, Guidebook Author

Finding Sasquatch
You know he's out there, hiding in the woods. And the 
National Enquirer is paying big for a photo!

26.   Ape Canyon - Mount St. Helens 
Named for one of the first encounters with the 
mysterious creature. Maybe he's hiding in some of 
that beautiful old-growth forest. 

I think Sasquatch summers in the meadows 
of the Dark Divide, then winters in the Ape 
Cave.  –  Ryan Ojerio, SW Regional Manager

27.   Bogachiel - Olympic 
  This deep, lush canyon on the west side of the 
park sees little hiking traffic—a perfect location for 
Squatchie to hide out unbothered.

28.   Silver Star - South Cascades 
Surrounded by dense forest with poor road access, 
it’s easy to imagine the big guy hanging out near 
here—especially during wildflower season!
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Where to Go for  
a Refreshing Dip 
To dip or not to dip? Just wipe off the bug spray and  
sunscreen first. And use discretion before fully disrobing.

32.   Rampart Lakes - Snoqualmie Pass  
Sporting marvelous mountain views, this popular 
summer swimming hole sees lots of customers. Skinny-
dippers might want to venture elsewhere. 

33.   Otter Falls - Snoqualmie Pass 
  Just a short side trip off of the Big Creek Trail, Otter Falls 
cascades down a granite slab into Lipsy Lake—an idyllic 
setting for a cool dip.

34.   Emerald Lake - Colville 
The quiet green (hence the name) waters of Hoodoo 
Canyon’s Emerald Lake make a perfect spot to cool off 
during the warm days of summer on the Kettle Crest. 

I'm hardly ever brave enough to swim in icy 
mountain lakes, but Emerald Lake always warms 
up nice and early. By June the temperature is 
perfect.  –  Holly Weiler, Regional Correspondent

WTA’s Idea of Quality Camp Time
For these favorite outdoor pastimes, the journey is FOR the destination.

35.  Eating and Drinking 
Whether hiking into the backcountry, or weekending at a car camp, a tasty 
meal and a favorite beverage amid the great outdoors is a treat. 

36.  Stargazing 
  A camp classic. How many constellations can you find, satellites can you 
track or shooting stars you can make wishes on?

37.  Napping 
There's just something about enjoying a catnap under a sunny mountain 
sky. Add a gentle breeze or a gurgling creek and it’s pure heaven.

32. Photo by Kurt Julian

33. Photo by Tami Asars

34. Photo by Aaron Theisen
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Great Picnicking Destinations
Pack a blanket, the kids' favorite snacks or a bottle of wine and your 
favorite crudites, and get out for a backcountry brunch at any of 
these choice locations—views included!

38.    Hurricane Ridge - Olympic  
Hike near or far amid wildflowers and wide vistas, then pull up a 
picnic table and dine with the deer. 

39.   Chain Lakes - Mount Baker 
  Alpine lakes, wide-open ridges and glacier-capped peaks—what 
more do you need for picnicking in paradise?

A gorgeous location, and in late summer and early fall you 
can pick blueberries for dessert!  –  Titti Ringstrom, Board Member

40.   Gold Creek Pond - Snoqualmie Pass 
A great place to take the kids, circle the pond, enjoy the views and 
have lunch at the picnic tables—and just an hour from Seattle.

38.  Who can argue with a view like this 
from Hurricane Ridge? Make it even 
better with cheese and crackers.  
Photo by Bethany Ault

40. Photo by John Stier

Freebie: Backcountry picnics aren't just for 
summer. Pack along your inflatable mattress to sit 
on cold ground, and bring a hot drink or soup in an 
insulated thermos. For the kids, bring special treats 
as rewards for a well done hike.
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Grand Views 
for Grand Vision
Channel your inner Beat poet at one of these  
scenic destinations. Maybe you’ll get a book  
deal out of the experience.

41.   The Enchantments - Alpine Lakes  
Sit on the pass below Prusik Peak, and you will 
witness some of nature’s finest creation.

42.   Hidden Lake Lookout - North Cascades 
  Ascend the steep slopes to the lookout’s expansive 
views and discover your own inner peace.

43.   Lily Basin - Goat Rocks 
The quiet solitude, gurgling streams and colorful 
meadows will warm the soul.

The grandeur of the North 
Cascades makes me feel 
small and inspires me to be 
bigger and greater.

–  Karen Daubert, Executive Director

42.  If this stunning panorama, high above North 
Cascades’ Hidden Lake doesn’t inspire, you 
may need to seek professional help.  
Photo by Buff Black
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When You Just  
Have to Have It All
Variety is the spice of hiking, as well as life. These three 
trails will let you experience a range of landscapes and 
ecosystems, all in a just a few days' travel.

44.   Wonderland Trail - Mount Rainier  
From old-growth forest to subalpine meadows to 
glacial tundra, the 93-mile Wonderland changes with 
every turn—and it just gets better with every mile.

45.   Glacier Meadows - Olympic 
In less than 20 miles, proceed from mossy rain forest 
to wildflower-carpeted subalpine meadows to the 
stark snout of the icy Blue Glacier. 

You can literally go from the beach to a glacier 
on the same trail.  –  Andrea Baines, Board Member

46.   Salmo Loop - Shedroof Divide 
This 19-mile circuit has it all: inland rain forest, 
fantastic old-growth forest and high ridges with 
360-degree views of Washington, Idaho, Montana and 
Canada.

Go for Amazing Photo Ops
There are no surprises on this list. These three trails will have all you 
aspiring Ansel Adamses drooling in your camera bags.

47.  The Enchantments - Alpine Lakes 
Visit in fall for golden larches surrounding streams and sparkling 
lakes, set amongst glacier-polished granite at the foot of rugged 
peaks. What more could you want?!

This hike is a photographer's dream, with endless 
landscapes to shoot, including reflecting tarns, jagged 
peaks, mountain goats, and electric yellow larches in  
the fall.  –  Paul Raymaker, Photographer

48.   Cascade Pass–Sahale Arm - North Cascades 
  The trail along the sweeping curve of Sahale Arm provides a 
stairway, carpeted with grasses and wildflowers, to some of the 
most heavenly views in Washington’s Cascades.

49.   Park Butte - North Cascades 
In-your-face views of one of Washington's tallest peaks, a historic 
fire lookout, mountain-reflecting tarns and sprawling wildflower 
meadows—and plenty of campsites for shooting at dawn and dusk!

44. Photo by Doug Diekema

46. Photo by Leif Jakobsen

Photo by Buff Black
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Go For the Alpenglow
You'll look forward to the day’s ending, when the 
sun sets and the peaks light up with alpenglow.

50.   Image Lake - Glacier Peak  
Get double the sunset scenery with Image Lake’s 
reflection of the rugged and snowy Glacier Peak.

The sunset alpenglow here is simply exquisite. 
   –  Buff Black, Photographer

51.   Klapatche Park - Mount Rainier 
  Volcanic spires and columns turn glowing orange 
under The Mountain’s towering summit. 

52.    Mount Logan - North Cascades 
Sunset lights up this entire ridge on the east side of 
the North Cascades for an unforgettable scene.

Freebie: Alpenglow usually occurs before sunrise 
or after sunset, with the sun below the horizon. 
It is the result of the sun’s rays reflecting off of 
airborne snow, water or ice particles, often creating 
a glowing effect on high mountain peaks.

52.  It's a trek to get there, but alpenglow sunsets like 
this one at Logan Pass are the reward for the effort.  
Photo by Andy Porter

50. Photo by Buff Black

51. Photo by Doug Diekema
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When You Just Feel the Urge to 
Hug a Tree or Pet a Mossy Rock
If you've never actually hugged a tree, we might have to question your 
standing as a hiker. Let your inner hippie run wild on any of these flora-
filled romps in the woods. Hug those trees!

53.   Hoh Rainforest - Olympic  
Any forest with a trail titled “Hall of Mosses” has to be good for 
petting mossy rocks and logs. Watch for critters, too!

54.   Enchanted Valley - Olympic 
  So lush, you'll wonder when you left the Northwest and were 
transported to a tropical island paradise.

The Enchanted Valley is so inspiring with its cascading 
waterfalls, you can't help but hug something—it might as 
well be a tree!  –  Julie Cassata, Volunteer Coordinator

55.    Boulder River - North Cascades 
Moss and lichens abound along the Boulder River—and you get to 
enjoy the rushing river and waterfalls too.

Leave the Car and Take 
Public Transportation
How green can you go? Carpool to work, walk to the store, 
and now, bus it to a trailhead. 

59.  Cougar Mountain - Seattle 
Don't sit in traffic. With just a 20-minute walk from the 
Issaquah Transit Center, you’re on a trail in the woods.   

60.   Cape Horn - Vancouver 
  The trailhead is directly across the street from a Skamania 
County park and ride—how can you beat that?

61.  Spruce Railroad - Port Angeles 
Clallam County’s transit system makes stops near both 
trailheads. Hike from one bus stop to the other.

When Nature Calls
You won't need to bring a book or magazine with you on a visit to 
one of these outdoor commodes—just remember to follow LNT 
and pack out all of your trash!

56.   The Enchantments - Alpine Lakes 
Pooping in paradise: With a perfect view of Prusik Peak, there’s no 
better place to take care of business.  

57.   Hidden Lake Lookout - North Cascades 
  You’re rewarded for your efforts to reach this alpine perch with 
lofty views from the lookout—and the toilet.

58.   Lyman Lake - Glacier Peak 
You’ll be thankful for the presence of a commode in this remote 
location—and even more thankful for its panorama.

53. Photo by Doug Diekema
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Ditch the Weekend Crowds
Does a jam-packed trailhead parking area make you cringe? Go for 
one of these gems, and enjoy the solitude. 

62.   Thirteenmile - Colville 
The only company you're likely to have out here is wide-open 
views and the wider-open skies.

One time I saw some other people on Thirteenmile.  
One time.  –  Holly Weiler, Regional Correspondent

63.   Iron Mountain - Teanaway 
  Open enough to lose the crowds, and just far out enough not to 
draw them in—savor the solitude.

64.   Lost Lake - Chuckanuts 
Even close-in to Bellingham, the South Lake Trail gets surprisingly 
little traffic. An ideal weekend retreat.

Peace-Out on Mount 
Rainier’s Least-Hiked Trails
Every summer, thousands of hikers and tourists flock to The 
Mountain. Find some sanity on these least-flocked-to trails.

65.   Emerald Ridge - West Side 
With the Westside Road closed, access to this area takes more effort, 
including a few miles of road walking. The payoff is unparalleled, 
crowd-free views of The Mountain from this high ridgetop.  

66.   Owyhigh Lakes - East Side 
  While the east side masses form a conga line to Summerland and 
Panhandle Gap, nearby, the lonely Owyhigh Lakes offer quiet 
solitude, seasonal berry picking and lots of wildlife.

No one goes to Owyhigh Lakes, and it is the kind of  
trail that will make you stop and stare. Do it one way  
if you can.  –  Wendy Wheeler Jacobs, Board President

67.   Huckleberry Creek - North Side 
The reason no one hikes here: the trail actually starts outside the 
park. Take an unfettered stroll up charming Huckleberry Creek to 
Huckleberry Park or Forest Lake backcountry camp.

62. Photo by Aaron Theisen

65. Photo by Doug Diekema

66. Photo by Doug Diekema

Freebie: Looking for more crowd-free destinations? 
Here are a few helpful tips:

u  Save your visits to popular locations for midweek or 
during the shoulder seasons (spring and fall).

u  Go a little farther to lesser-traveled locations in the 
Pasayten, Okanogan, Teanaway and Blue Mountains.

u  Most visitors don't hike more than a mile beyond the 
road or trailhead. Just continue on and watch the 
crowds fade away behind you.
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Sing Out Loud (and Have No One Hear You)
Seeking isolation? Try one of these remote locations and belt out your favorite show tunes.

68.   Boundary Trail - Pasayten  
One of the few places in the lower 48 where you can really experience wilderness solitude—sing away! 

There’s just so much space! Long ridges, sparse trees, endless meadows and  
wide views all add to the profound sense of solitude.  –  Andy Porter, Photographer

69.   Mount Misery - Blue Mountains 
  It’s likely your only company will be the bears, elk and deer. Maybe the pikas will sing chorus.

70.    Navaho Peak - Teanaway 
The views of The Enchantments and Mount Stuart will have you singing from this lonely perch.

68.  One of the most remote locations in 
Washington, the Pasayten holds miles 
upon miles of wilderness trails where 
you can easily go days without seeing 
another person.  
Photo by Andy Porter

70. Photo by Ashley Gossens
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Hikes for History Buffs
You don't need a time machine to get a look at the early 
days of the Evergreen State—just a good pair of hiking 
boots. (But we still think a DeLorean would be pretty cool!)

71.    Iron Goat - Stevens Pass  
Discover the story of the Great Northern Railway and its 
attempt at finding safe passage through the Cascades, 
and the disaster that occurred when an avalanche 
ripped two trains from the rails.

72.    Monte Cristo - Mountain Loop 
  Enjoy a top-rate interpretive program as you view and 
walk among historical artifacts and buildings left over 
from Washington’s early mining boom—and bust—days.

It's amazing how much effort those old-time 
miners went to, and how unsuccessful the old 
mines were.  –  Craig McKibben, Board Member

73.    Columbia Hills - Columbia River Gorge 
A virtual storybook, learn about Native American 
communities, the Lewis and Clark Expedition and the 
engineering of The Dalles Dam, constructed by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers.

Most Commonly Lost on Trails
Here's what the WTA staff loses a lot of. Where do you rank on this list?

74.  Toenails - Oh, that hurts. 
Maybe we’re wearing the wrong size boots, or maybe we’re just hiking 
too much—wait, there’s no such thing!  

75.  Car Keys - Anyone get a cell signal? 
  So that’s what those handy little clips in our jacket pockets and backpack 
lids are for! Live and learn.

I once missed my bag when throwing my keys in. I had no idea,  
but fortunately another hiker came up behind me and handed  
me my keys.  –  Kindra Ramos, Outreach Director

76.  Cameras - Oh, that really hurts! 
There's nothing worse than leaving your camera on the summit you just 
returned from—or watching it bounce over the edge below you.

71. Photo by Marty Witt

72. Photo by Ashley Gossens
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WTA’s 11th, 12th, 13th Essentials
Everyone has their own backcountry essentials: a pillow, a 
favorite food or a camp chair. Here are the most popular items 
we're making room for in our packs. Perhaps we think alike.

77.     Camera - A picture’s worth...  
We never hit the trail without our cameras. Be it an iPhone or 
a full-blown DSLR we love taking and sharing photos of our 
adventures with family, friends and you! 

78.    Book - Classic entertainment 
  Even with all the portable electronic entertainment available 
these days, nothing beats kicking back in camp, or relaxing in 
our tents with a good read.

Reading in camp, reading before bed, reading with my 
feet in a cool stream: I never go anywhere without a 
book—and that includes the backcountry.  
       –  Loren Drummond, Digital Content Manager

79.    Booze - Nightcap, anyone? 
Whether it's taking the edge off of a long day on trail, or a 
little help in counting sheep, a nip of good whiskey or other 
spirit always warms the soul—and is great for making new 
trail friends!

After-Trail Footwear
Whether you're finishing off a day hike, or setting up camp in the 
backcountry, changing into comfy footwear can ease the tension 
in trail-weary minds and feet.

80.  Flip-Flops - The basic 
The next-best thing to going barefoot. They’re lightweight and 
can be stuffed anywhere, and they protect the feet from the 
ground while letting them breathe and dry out. 

81.  Tevas - Surf’s up! 
  The flip-flops’ big brother, these heavier sandals offer 
more protection and stability while still allowing for great 
breathability. Plus, they're handy for easy fords and wading.

82.  Crocs - Full coverage 
These spongy plastic clogs have proven their worth to hikers 
everywhere, as lightweight camp shoes, river shoes or fording 
shoes. Love ’em or hate ’em, Crocs are here to stay.

Quick drying, lightweight, great for wading and you can 
easily rock them with socks!   
             –  Brittany Manwill, Regional Correspondent

Freebie: Your Ten Essentials Checklist
q  NAVIGATION:  Always carry your map and compass, even 

if you use a GPS or smartphone—batteries die.

q  SUN PROTECTION:  Use sunscreen and wear sunglasses 
and a hat. “Lobster” is not a hip color in any season.

q   INSULATION:  Mountain weather can turn quickly. Carry 
extra layers of clothing, including a puffy jacket.

q   ILLUMINATION:  Don’t get stuck in the dark. Pack a head 
lamp or flashlight—and remember extra batteries.

q  FIRST AID KIT:  This is a no-brainer—and include more 
than just band-aids and bactine. Pack along personal 
medications, blister treatment and pain relievers.

q   FIRE STARTER:  In case you need to start a fire for warmth 
or signalling, carry waterproof matches, a lighter or a flint.

q  TOOLS:  A knife or multitool is a must, and can help out in 
many a jam. Duct tape can fix everything from tent poles 
to leaky mattresses to ripped boots and packs.

q   NUTRITION:  Extra food can sustain you through an 
unexpected overnight or delay. Take extra energy bars, 
beef jerky or lightweight dehydrated meals.

q  HYDRATION:  Water is life. Carry more water than you 
think you might drink, considering for time, distance, 
temperature and exposure. Also pack along a filtration 
method: pump filter, purification tabs or iodine.

q  SHELTER:  An emergency tarp or space blanket can 
help protect you through a sudden storm or shelter you 
through an unexpected night outdoors.
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Grinders for Spring Conditioning
Try one of these thigh-burners to help get you into "peak" shape. 

83.  Mailbox Peak - North Bend 
Here’s a great training hike for those wanting to summit Mount 
Rainier. It’s steep and relentless, and there’s an actual mailbox at the 
top, too. Look for the new trail next year! 

84.  Mount Dickerman - Mountain Loop 
  It may not be the hardest workout, but it’s got the best combination 
of a great workout and a fabulous panorama at the top.

85.  Dog Mountain - Columbia River Gorge 
A steep conditioner with a changing trailscape all the way to the 
top, including big slopeside meadows and views of peaks in both 
Washington and Oregon.

Test Your Fear of Heights
Does your stomach turn at the sight of a precipitous trailside drop? These three cliffhangers 
will heighten not only you, but your senses—particularly your sense of balance.

86.     Three Fingers Lookout - Mountain Loop 
This is not so much a hike as an exercise in channeling your inner mountain goat. 
Recommended for advanced hikers and mountaineers, this route climbs and 
scrambles over snow and rock to an unbelievable lookout perch. 

87.    Kendall Katwalk - Snoqualmie Pass 
  Part of the Pacific Crest Trail and blasted right out of the side of sheer-walled 
Kendall Peak, the Katwalk is a narrow ledge with a harrowing drop. Perfectly 
safe during the summer months, but not advised if snowy or icy.

88.    PCT "Knife's Edge" - Goat Rocks 
From Old Snowy, the PCT continues north along a high, exposed ridgeline 
between Lake Creek and McCall Basins, with steep, 1,000-plus-foot drops to  
either side. You might want to think twice about this one on windy days.

83. Photo by Brian Latta
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Where to See WTA's Trail Handiwork
WTA is pretty proud of the work its volunteers do. Here are three of our 
favorite trails that really show off a job well done. 

89.   Glacier Basin - Mount Rainier 
Following the storms and washout of 2006, this trail was a real mess. 
But that didn't stop WTA’s volunteers and partners from going in and 
laying miles of new tread to reopen this classic trail.   

90.  Grand Ridge - Issaquah Alps 
More than ten years in the making, this trail has WTA and its 
volunteers written all over it. This brand-new multi-purpose trail 
welcomes hikers, bikers and walkers to enjoy an easily accessible 
wooded playground.

91.  Chelan Lakeshore - Lake Chelan 
One of WTA’s longstanding pet projects, WTA crews annually converge 
on this location to clear the trail of brush and blowdowns, and 
encourage hikers to enjoy a lakeside romp on the “east side.” 86. Photo by Eli Boschetto 87. Photo by Eli Boschetto

88.  
You'll be clutching your trekking poles just 
a little bit tighter on the narrow traverse 
of the Knife's Edge on the PCT. The extra-
challenging part: the knockout views will 
be competing for your attention to the trail. 
Photo by Andy Porter
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Best Trails for Seasonal Color
From spring waterfalls and summer wildflowers to fall larches and the 
first dustings of winter snow, these favorite routes showcase the best that 
Mother Nature has to show off.

92.    Maple Pass - North Cascades 
Stunning in every season, this ultra-picturesque loop around Lake 
Ann offers wildflowers, wildlife, berries, golden larches and some 
of the most expansive views in the North Cascades.

A wide array of colorful wildflowers in the summer 
months and the golden autumnal hues of larches in the 
fall make this trail vibrant during its somewhat short 
annual hiking season.  –  Lindsay Leffelman, Regional Correspondent

93.    Lake Ingalls - Teanaway 
In fall, the golden larches, red huckleberry and glacier-polished 
serpentine are the perfect foreground for the dramatic views of 
Mount Stuart and Ingalls Peak.

94.    Twisp Pass - North Cascades 
Take in dramatic cliffs above the last free-flowing stretch of the 
Columbia, the badlands and sandstone spires, all in a snow-free 
shrub-steppe setting of bunchgrasses, sagebrush and wildflowers.

93. Photo by David Hagen

92.  Summer flowers and berries, fall larches or 
winter snows: each paints a picturesque scene 
over Lake Ann at North Cascades’ Maple Pass.
Photo by Alex Ho

94. Photo by David Hagen
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Great Hikes for When the 
Heights are Still Snowed In
Cabin fever has set in bigtime and you're just itching to 
get out for some trail time—but your favorite routes are 
still buried under snow. Try one of these early-season 
routes to chase that bug away. 

98.   Chelan Lakeshore - Lake Chelan 
The surrounding mountains are still stunning with 
winter snow, but the Lakeshore Trail stays low and 
snow-free for great springtime romping.

99.    Coyote Wall - Columbia River Gorge 
  Roam the sunny side of the Gorge, through oak and 
ponderosa forest to the top of a volcanic basalt cliff. 
Then traipse through wide meadows of balsamroot 
and lupine with wide views of the Columbia River.  

100.   White Bluffs - Tri-Cities 
Take in dramatic cliffs above the last free-flowing 
stretch of the Columbia, the badlands and sandstone 
spires, all in a snow-free shrub-steppe setting of 
bunchgrasses, sagebrush and wildflowers.

Worry-Free Snowshoe Trails
It's easy to forget that seemingly stable snow can move fast down a 
mountainside. Enjoy a winter outing with ease on these (mostly) avalanche-
threat-free  snowshoe routes.

95.    Paradise - Mount Rainier 
Explore the rolling, wide-open meadows around Paradise and 
Panorama Ridge on your own, or take a ranger-guided snowshoe 
walk. There's even a tubing hill!

The easy trails around Mount Rainier's Paradise make a 
splendid snowy outing for beginners and little ones alike. 
Pick a bluebird day and enjoy views of the Tatoosh Range 
and the big Mountain, all in winter white.  –  Eli Boschetto, Editor

96.    Artist Point - Mount Baker 
  Leave the ski area crowds behind and venture out on this threat-
free winter ridge roam. The views of Mounts Baker and Shuksan in 
their winter blankets are stellar.  

97.    Upper River Run - Methow Valley 
With a vast network of nordic and cross-country ski trails, the 
Methow is also a haven for snowshoers, sporting a variety of pleasant 
routes with tons of views.

99. Photo by Eli Boschetto

95. Photo by Marty Witt

96. Photo by Danny Xu

98. Photo by David Hagen

Freebie: For even more springtime hikes, visit wta.org.
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his year, the Washington Trails gear team is taking 
the guesswork out of your holiday shopping ordeal. 

We've gathered a list of amazing outdoor items that will appeal 
to every hiker on your shopping list—from the casual day hiker 
to the weeklong backpacker to the family camper.

And this year, we're making it extra-easy for you. Just scan 
the QR code at right with your smartphone or follow the link 
to the gear guide online, and you can order any of these items 
directly off of WTA's website. And with every purchase you make 
through WTA's gear guide, 7-10 percent of sales are returned 
directly to WTA's trail programs, thanks to our retail affiliates.

Now you can give a gift to your family and friends, while giving 
a gift to WTA, which in turn is giving a gift to yourself, by helping 
to keep the trails you love open and accessible for you and for 
hikers across the state.

Visit wta.org/gearguide today!

Whether starting pre-dawn 
or finishing after sundown, 
they’ll have no problem 
setting up or breaking 
down camp in the dark 
with Princeton Tec’s Vizz 
Headlamp. The uber-bright 
165-Lumen Maxbright LED 
turns night into day, and the 
waterproof design keeps it 
shining brightly, even in the 
soggy Northwest.  $50

2013 Gear

Great gear for the holidays

Find gifts for everyone! 

Scan the QR code above 
with your mobile device, or 
visit wta.org/gearguide 
and shop now.

And remember, every 
purchase helps maintain 
Washington’s trails!
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Awesome essentials

Encourage safety, even on day trips, 
with Adventure Medical’s .9 First 
Aid Kit. Weighing in at just over 10 
ounces, it contains all of the basic 
necessities—bandages, antibiotic 
wipes, basic medications and even 
duct tape—plus room for add-ins, 
all in a neat, waterproof casing. This 
is one of the Ten Essentials no hiker 
should be without.  $36

Bison Designs has taken the popular 
paracord bracelet to the next level 
by incorporating a high-output LED 
light on the BukaLite buckle. The 
surprisingly bright light comes in 
handy around camp and in everyday 
situations.  $20*

They’ll always know how much 
water is left in their reservoir with 
CamelBak’s Antidote Insulated 
Tube with Flow Meter. The 
programmable tube gauges water 
consumption and even lets the user 
set personal hydration goals.  $40

TWEET! TWEET! Coghlan’s Six 
Function Whistle packs a compass, 
thermometer, magnifying glass, 
mirror and an LED light—along with 
the whistle! An ideal accessory for 
young and old hikers alike.  $12

They’ll have no more runny, messy, 
indecipherable trail notes with cheap 
notepads if they’re toting along a Rite 
in the Rain Journal. These pocket-
sized spiral-bound notebooks feature 
all-weather paper that won’t smear or 
bleed, keeping their important hiking, 
wildflower and trail data safe and 
protected. $6–$10

Survivalists (and armchair survivalists) 
talk about their knives with reverence 
because they can be life-saving tools 
in the wilderness. At just 3.7 ounces, 
SOG’s Flashback Knife has a 3.5-inch 
blade, safety lock and reversible belt 
clip for easy carrying—and is made 
right here in Washington.  $100*

WIN a Commuter  
Java Press for yourself, 
or someone on your gift 
list, courtesy of GSI.

Simply take a fall hike and 
write a trip report on wta.org. 

Include a photo of a great spot 
along the trail to enjoy a hot cup 
of coffee. We'll pick ten trip reports 
(complete with  
a photo) to win.

For the coffee drinkers, French-press 
coffee on the go is now possible 
with GSI’s Commuter Java Press. 
Its plungerless design has an inner 
and outer mug that separate the 
grounds from the coffee, while still 
being spill-resistant. Genius!  $20

Enter between 
November 5 and 
November 27, 2013.

Winners will be 
randomly drawn from 
qualified entries on 
or around December 
4, 2013. For complete 
contest rules and 
information, visit  
wta.org/javapress.

Commuter Java Press 
giveaway courtesy of 
GSI Outdoors.

*Item does not qualify for WTA's affiliate sales benefit.



44    Washington Trails  |  Nov+Dec 2013  |  wta.org

Active Apparel

Not all hats are created equal. The Patagonia Beatrice Beanie has a 
great fitted look for women without all the bagginess of unisex styles. 
Made from soft merino wool with a fleece liner, it will keep the lady on 
your list looking sleek and staying warm.  $39

Dress them up with some new style and high performance in a classic 
material: wool. Icebreaker’s Blast Long Sleeve Zip is a lightweight 
midlayer ideal for trail runners and fast climbers. As part of Icebreaker’s 
commitment to sustainability, they can trace the farm the wool was 
sourced from.  $250

For active endeavors in low temperatures, the lightweight Rab 
Strata Hoodie features the innovative Polartec Alpha insulation that 
protects from the elements, while staying breathable and not causing 
overheating. Not only will they not have to take this jacket off, they 
won’t want to!  $225

Help them layer up and stay warm this winter with Mountain 
Hardwear’s Thermostatic Jacket. Sporting the unique Thermal.Q 
synthetic insulation, this toasty layer is great on its own or under a shell, 
and when the day warms up, it stuffs conveniently in its own pocket. 
Men’s and women’s sizes.  $200

Soooo soft and pretty! 
The prAna Bella Scarf 
is made of 100% wool 
and has a gorgeous 
printed design that 
would work for any 
woman on your list, 
young or old! It comes 
in many color combos, 
but we especially 
love the green and 
turquoise palette.  $50

TOP PICK:  Lightweight 
and super-compressible. 
Add this to your Ten 
Essentials.  – Eli Boschetto
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Fantastic Footwear

It’s not just skiers who will fall in love with Lorpen’s T3 Light Ski Sock. 
Any winter outdoor enthusiast will appreciate that they’re made of a 
combination of Merino wool and Primaloft, to wick away sweat and 
keep feet toasty warm even in frigid temperatures.  $22

Give them the gift of creative individuality with a certificate to design 
their own custom KEEN Newport H2 Sandals. They can choose the 
style and color of just about every element on the shoes for a uniquely 
personal design. Available in both men’s and women’s styles. Visit 
keenfootwear.com for more info.  $130*

There's nothing like the feel of a soft, duffy trail in a pair of minimalist 
shoes. Merrell's Trail Glove 2 is the perfect footwear to help the runner 
you know get that closer-to-nature feel on their trail outings, with only 
9.5mm separating their foot from the ground.  $100

Know a hiker who doesn’t let the winter season stand in their way? 
Help them prevent falls and keep their boots on the trail with a pair of 
Kahtoola MICROspikes. They fit over any hiking boot and instantly give 
the ability to walk on hard snow and ice.  $65

You can’t go wrong with snowshoes 
for the holidays, and the Atlas Elektra 
927 Snowshoes are perfect for the 
snow bunny who is looking for gentler 
romps in the woods. They feature a 
continuous webbing binding that is 
simple to fasten with mittens on.  $115

TOP PICK:  I love Merrell's Trail Gloves 
because the connection with the trail is 
so much deeper when you can feel the 
pine needles under your feet.  – John Soltys
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The Pelican ProGear Vault Smartphone Case will protect 
their iPhone 5 or Samsung Galaxy S from whatever falls, 
water, wind, dirt and dust they put it through. Perfect for 
the hardcore adventure-seeker—or that not-so-coordinated 
person you know—so they can go the extra mile knowing 
that this case has their back.  $80*

With a Timex Expedition Trail Mate Watch, they’ll not 
only be able to track their mileage and speed with the 
built-in accelerometer, they’ll also be able to set time and 
distance goals—perfect for determining when to break for 
a snack, head back or start looking for camp. It also features 
100-meter water resistance and an INDIGLO nightlight.  $65*

With its durable, waterproof design, the Rand McNally 
Foris 850 GPS makes an ideal gift for almost any outdoor 
enthusiast on your list. Maps covering over 5 million miles 
of trails and roads come preloaded on the device, and 
innovative routing features make it easy to plan and track 
hiking, biking and geocaching trips.  $300*

Do they enjoy listening to their favorite tunes on their hikes 
and workout runs, but always complain about their buds 
falling out? They'll complain no more with a pair of Yurbuds 
Venture Earbuds. Specially designed for active outdoor 
enthusiasts, these ergonomic twist-lock buds stay in place 
while being water- and tangle-resistant.  $80

Techie Treats

Help lighten their 
load from hauling 
extra batteries into 
the backcountry 
with a Goal Zero 
Nomad 7. This 7-watt 
solar charger weighs 
less than a pound, 
is water-resistant 
and can be used in 
camp or on the go, 
strapped to a pack. 
Charges cell phones, 
smartphones, GPS 
units and MP3 
players.  $80
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Adventure Lights’ Guardian Pet Lights are 
waterproof and so durable they’re used on search 
and rescue dogs. An excellent addition for four-
legged hiking companions that can stand up to lake 
swimming and snow rolling.  $17*

The Kurgo MAX Pack adjusts to a near perfect, 
no-slip fit on 50- to 110-pound pups, and is styled 
for secure fit, comfort and safety. It features cushy 
built-in padding on the chest and back and reflective 
strips with a four-pocket design that balances load 
capacity with a profile slim enough to prevent 
snagging.  $50.

doggie delights

Do they hike with a hot 
dog? Help them cool her off 
with the Ruffwear Swamp 
Cooler coat. They just soak 
it, wring it and clip it on 
and the Cooler will drop 
her temperature by 10 to 
15 degrees and protect her 
from the sun. Also works on 
six-year-old boys.  $55

You can help WTA do more for trails 
by making a year-end contribution. 

Visit wta.org/donate
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Camp Comforts

A hammock that won’t ruin their back by morning, the Exped Ergo 
Hammock Combi offers luxurious horizontal sleep so they’re lying on a 
flat surface. They simply slide their sleeping pad into the sleeve, set up the 
included tarp and bug nets, and voila!  $379 

The NEMO Cosmo Air Pad is so comfortable and easy to set up that your 
recipient will be making up more reasons to go camping. It sports 3 thick 
inches of loft, extra padding in the upper area for head support, and a 
built-in foot pump so their lungs can take a breather.  $150

Do you have a hiking companion that always overpacks? If they’re going 
to insist on carrying that camp chair, fishing pole and pack-raft, then help 
them out with a Tribe One Pack Tach Kit. Now they can easily add hook 
points and stretch-netting without damaging their pack.  $12*

When the kids are ready to carry their own overnight backpack, get 
them an REI Passage 40. It’s designed to grow with little hikers without 
sacrificing all the features bigger hikers appreciate, and includes plenty of 
pockets and attachments for all their outdoor essentials. Designed for kids 
ages 6 to 11.  $99

Scrubba-dub-dub! Now they can clean clothes 
whether they're on the trail or in camp with 
the Scrubba Wash Bag. They just drop their 
dirty clothes in, secure the top of the bag, and 
rub the clothes against the internal silicon 
washboard to get their duds squeaky clean. 
Their hiking companions will thank you!  $65*

Scan the QR code and 
shop online or on the go.

Every purchase helps 
Washington’s trails!
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They’ll love the versatility of the Brunton WOW Task Light, a compact, 
rechargeable light that can be used as a flashlight or a lantern, depending 
on how they attach the diffuser lens. A handy addition for any camper or 
backpacker.  $47

Some of the nicest destinations in the Northwest are also home to millions 
of mosquitoes hungry for blood. Help your friends defend themselves with 
the ThermaCELL Mosquito Lantern. It protects a 15- by 15-foot area for 
up to 12 hours—great for the back yard or the backcountry.  $32 and $40*

A comfortable chair by the fire is infinitely better than sitting on a rock or 
log. The Helinox Chair One folds up small for easy packing and makes a 
front-country camp a little more like home. You should probably get one 
for yourself as well, once you see how camp-comfy it is!  $90

Give them the gift of a 
good night’s sleep with 
a Therm-a-Rest Down 
Pillow. They’ll be so much 
more comfortable than 
with that bunched-up 
fleece or puffy, making 
them rested and ready for 
another day on trail. Also 
makes a great present for 
frequent travelers.  $45

An award winner from this year’s 
Outdoor Retailer expo, the MSR Hubba 
Hubba NX redesigns the classic Hubba 
Hubba, but now with more living space, 
a lighter pack weight and a color-coded 
pole and hub system for quick setup; 
plus all the favorite features of the 
original—perfect for the backpacker 
you’re shopping for. Available in spring 
2014.  $390

Do the hikers on your list hit their 
favorite backcountry locations with 
friends or family? Then the Jetboil Joule 
is just what they need. This integrated 
group cooking system has a 2.5-liter 
cooking pot for making extra-large 
meals, and features an inverted canister 
design for maximizing fuel efficiency 
and cold-weather performance. 
Available in January 2014.  $160

Coming Soon!
These items won't be available for the holidays, but will be 
landing in your favorite outdoor retailers shortly after. A 
gift card for either one of these items will surely have the 
backpacker on your gift list squealing with joy!
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Creative ideas

Bacon. One word that puts a smile on the faces of hikers everywhere. Oberto 
Bacon Jerky is lightweight and shelf-stable, makes freeze-dried eggs more 
palatable and is a tasty addition to mac and cheese. A real trail treat!  $6

Black Diamond’s Wiz Headlamp comes in three colors for boys and girls, and has 
kid-friendly safety features. For its compact size it puts out a surprising amount of 
LED light—perfect for those nighttime prowls and campfire snipe hunts.  $19

Camping doesn’t have to be a dirty affair! Get them the book Glamping with 
MaryJane: Glamour + Camping for the chic woman on your list. Now she can still 
be totally fabulous while roughing it in Washington's wild places.  $17*

For anyone who's gaped out of the car window while zipping along Highway 20, 
North Cascades Highway offers an in-depth look at one of Washington's most 
scenic roads—ideal for nature lovers as well as history buffs.  $27*

Sometimes, they just gotta go. And in the alpine backcountry, there's not always 
a place to do it. Give a supply of easy-to-use, WT gear team-approved Biffy Bags 
and they can take care of business while Leaving No Trace.  $3.50*

Remember snipe hunting? It’s back—and this time they're real! Send the kids 
searching in the back yard or in the woods with the Snipe Hunt Game. This fun 
iteration on the classic prank will keep young and old entertained for hours.  $25*

Finally! A pack towel that 
covers more than the 
bare—ahem—essentials. 
The PackTowl RobeTowl is 
a full-length quick-drying 
towel-and-robe in one, 
that will give them the 
extra warmth and privacy 
they desire with the 
compactness and weight 
they’ll love.  $75

TOP PICK:  I love 
that the RobeTowl 
gets me warm and 
dry fast-because 
nothing's worse 
than shivering in 
camp after a dip or 
wash.  – Kristen Sapowicz
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You already know how good it 
feels to support Washington 
Trails Association. Work in Olympia 
and Washington D.C. that keeps trails 
open. Volunteer work parties that keep 
trails maintained. A top-notch magazine 
and online Hiking Guide that helps you 
find your next destination.

This holiday season, give the gift 
of inspiration, experience and 
adventure with a Washington 
Trails Association membership!

For a limited time you can also give a 
special gift membership package 
that includes a 1-year membership, a 
subscription to Washington Trails and a 
WTA cap for just $50!

Give the gift of a 
WTA membership

Visit wta.org/gift to purchase the special 
holiday package or a gift membership at any level.
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